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By  Consul  HoAvard  D.  Van   Sant. 

Along  that  part  of  the  east  coast  of  ScotLancl  included  within  the 
Dunfermline  consular  district,  the  year  1918  has  probably  been  the 
most  interesting  in  this  ancient  Scottish  capital's  modern  history. 
The  advent  of  the  American  battle  fleet  in  unison  and  comradeship 
with  the  most  powerful  British  fleet  ever  assembled  in  modern  times, 
naturally  produced  changed  economic  and  social  conditions  in  the 
life  of  this  long-established  linen  and  coal-mining  city.  A  war- 
time brilliancy  and  activity  appeared,  in  marked  contrast  to  the 
quiet  and  uneventful  life  of  pre-war  days.  American  sports,  includ- 
ing baseball  and  football,  were  indulged  in  almost  daily ;  while  the 
American  and  British  vied  with  one  another  in  keen  and  friendly 
rivalry  in  rowing  and  boxing  matches,  golf,  and  other  congenial 
intercourse  and  entertainment,  when  not  called  to  duty. 

The  fleet  was  largel_y  supplied  with  fresh  foodstuffs  from  Dun- 
fermline, while  the  generous  outlay,  in  other  ways,  of  the  open- 
minded  sailors  added  in  no  small  degree  to  the  general  prosperity 
of  the  shopkeepers  and  all  others  concerned,  notwithstanding  un- 
precedented scarcity  and  higher  prices  than  were  ever  before  known 
in  the  city.  It  was  estimated  that  on  Peace  or  Armistice  Day,  the 
American  officers  and  sailors  alone  spent  nearly  $10,000  in  and  about 
Eosyth  and  Dunfermline.  Since  the  departure  of  the  American 
fleet  and  the  divison  of  the  British  ships  the  quiet  and  old-time 
X^rovincial  conditions  of  pre-war  days  have  become  more  apparent. 
Linen  Trade — Many  Looms  Idle. 

Again  the  past  year  has  been  an  exceedingly  difficult  one  for  the 
Dunfermline  district  linen  factories,  not  only  because  tlie  limited 
supply  of  flax  and  other  raw  material  has  been  and  still  is  under 
governmental  control,  but  also  because  of  the  high  prices,  which 
have  ruled  higher  than  ever  before  in  the  record  of  the  linen  trade. 
It  is  estimated  that  50  per  cent  of  the  factory  looms  have  been  idle 
during  the  year,  while  many  of  those  that  are  running  haA'e  been  uti- 
lized for  the  production  of  cotton  fabrics,  with  a  fairly  good  pro- 
portion of  union  goods.  But  for  the  Government  orders"  the  situ- 
ation might  have  been  worse  and  several  of  the  factories  would 
have  closed  entirely. 

The  American  trade,  upon  which  local  manufacturers  largely  de- 
pended in  normal  times,  has  reached  the  lowest  figure  in  many  years, 
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and  with  several  of  the  mills  is  almost  entirely  nonexistent.  Owing 
to  flax  export  and  import  restrictions  linen  goods  have  not  been 
available  to  any  extent  for  export  to  the  United  States.  Permits  for 
the  exportation  of  linen  fabrics  have  been  v/ithheld  or  delayed, 
while  permits  for  aeroplane  cloth,  tent  duckino-,  and  aeroplane  can- 
vas were  more  easily  and  readily  obtained  for  the  home  market. 

While,  on  the  whole,  the  business  transacted  during  the  year  has 
been  both  limited  and  unsatisfactorj^,  there  has  been  ample  em- 
ployment and  increased  wages  for  those  engaged  in  linen  and  cotton 
weaving.  The  large  exodus  to  the  Government  service  and  to  the 
Army  has  created  a  labor  scarcity  favorable  to  the  steady  employ- 
ment of  male  and  female  mill  workers  at  shorter  hours  and  higher 
wages  than  ever  before. 
Good  Demand  for  Linen  Goods  at  High  Prices  Predicted. 

It  was  predicted  that  a  cessation  of  hostilities  would  bring  lower 
prices,  but  so  far  there  have  been  no  apparent  changes  in  price  lists. 
It  was  always  difficult  to  obtain  price  lists  during  the  war,  and 
prices  are  now  seldom  quoted  for  more  than  short  periods,  the  ten- 
dency being  toward  irregularity  and  uncertainty  pending  the  some- 
what distant  restoration  of  regular  siii~)]5lies  and  prices  of  raw  ma- 
terials. Unfortunately,  instead  of  an  early  prospect  of  reduced  yarn 
rates,  the  probability  is  that  the  top  has  not  yet  been  reached.  It  is 
explained  by  several  of  the  manufacturers  and  others  that  while 
last  year  the  flax  growers  in  Ireland  were  paid  unprecedentedly 
high  prices  for  their  crop,  the  Government,  b}^  way  of  induce- 
ment to  growers,  has  actually  guarant/ced  an  even  higher  j^ricc  for 
the  next  crop,  the  advance,  as  compared  with  1917,  being  about 
$100  per  ton.  At  the  same  time  the  Government  desires  to  avoid 
any  loss  being  entailed,  if  at  all  possible,  and  it  is  said  that,  by 
agreement  with  the  flax  spinners  of  Ireland,  prices  for  linen  yarns 
have  been  flxed  on  the  basis  of  this  year's  price  of  flax. 

Meanwhile,  I  am  told,  stocks  of  linen  goods  at  the  factories  are 
exceptionally  low  or  about  depleted.  It  is  asserted  that  the  output 
of  France  and  Flanders  of  linen  yarns  must  remain  crippled  for 
some  time,  since  the  spinning  machinery  in  those  countries  has  been 
destroyed  or  removed,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  it  may  take  two 
or  three  years  to  restore  the  linen  trade  to  normal  conditions.  In- 
creased flax  production  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  will  be  a 
determining  factor  in  the  future  supply  and  competition  in  linen 
fabrics. 

Among  manufacturers  and  the  best  linen  experts  I  find  the  opinion 
held  that  almost  any  price  will  be  ]3aid  for  pure  linen  goods  in 
preference  to  cotton  and  union  fabrics,  which,  attractive  though  tliey 
may  be  when  taken  off  the  loom,  soon  prove  shoddy  by  *om])arison 
with  linen.  It  is  claimed  there  will  be  a  greater  demand  than  ever 
for  the  purely  linen  article  with  the  return  of  normal  times. 
Activities  of  Public  Organizations — New  Shipbuilding  Plant. 

The  war  has  interfered,  to  a  large  extent,  with  the  operations 
of  local  public  and  semipublic  bodies,  and  in  Dunfermline,  many 
of  the  contemplated  improvements  of  pre-war  daj's  have  been  held 
in  abeyance  or  abandoned  for  the  time.  The  operations  of  the 
Carnegie  Dunfermline  Trust,  a  most  important  body  in   the  life 
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of  the  city,  have  heen  largely  restricted  since  pre-war  days,  though 
two  outstanding  enterprises  were  associated  with  the  work  of  this 
■body  during  the  past  year.  In  January  last  the  trustees  placed 
the  School  of  Music  at  the  disposal  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  authorities, 
■who  converted  the  buildings  into  an  institute  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  sailors  from  the  British  fleet.  American  sailors  also  were 
treated  with  every  consideration  and  courtesy  when  calling  at  this 
institute  while  in  the  city.  The  Netherton  Institute  has  also  been 
completed  by  the  Carnegie  Trust  at  a  cost  of  some  $G5,000.  Other 
improvements  are  contemplated  on  a  considerable  scale  at  the  con- 
clusion of  peace,  thereby  creating  a  situation  that  will  probably 
lead  to  an  increased  demand  for  all  classes  of  American  hardware, 
lumber,  and  building  material. 

A  big  shipbuilding  plant,  with  a  capital  of  $750,000,  was  started 
at  Burntisland  last  summer  primarily  for  the  building  of  fabri- 
cated ships.  Good  progress  has  been  made  with  the  building  work 
and  ship  construction  is  well  under  way.  The  British  Oil  &  Cake 
Mills  and  the  British  Aluminium  Co.  are  also  doing  well  at  their 
Burntisland  branches.  American  oil  and  cake  manufacturers  might 
do  well  in  this  district  after  once  establishing  trade  in  this  part  of 
Scotland. 
War  Growth  of  Kosyth.  -    -  ^  .-...„^_^.-..       ,  ^ 

During  the  past  four  years  RosA^th  Naval  Base  and  town  has 
probably  been  one  of  the  most  important  places  in  Scotland,  having 
been,  during  the  war,  the  chief  seat  and  center  of  British  naval 
activity.  While  the  town  of  Rosyth  adjoining  the  dockj^ard  con- 
tains but  5.000  inhabitants,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  with  the  officials, 
workmen,  and  sailors  living  in  the  dockyard  or  aboard  the  ships 
at  the  basins  and  docks,  the  number  will  probably  exceed  30,000, 
This  added  to  the  30,000  living  in  Dunfermline,  some  five  miles 
distant,  makes  a  total  population,  transient  though  it  may  be,  of 
about  GO.OOO  people.  Officially,  the  permanent  population  of  Dun- 
fermline, with  Eosyth  included,  is  given  at  35,700.  The  dockyard, 
it  is  said,  is  not  so  large  as  Portsmouth,  Plymouth,  or  Chatham, 
though  in  war-time  importance  Eosyth  has  suddenly  leaped  into 
international  notice  above  and  beyond  all  others. 

The  future  of  Eosyth  is  uncertain,  though  there  is  evidence  of  the 
slackening  of  work  and  previous  effort,  now  that  the  war  has  ended 
victoriously  for  the  British  arms  and  the  German  inenace  has  ceased 
or  been  brought  under  proper  control.  It  is  said  that  the  splendid 
resources  of  the  dockyard  are  to  be  partially  ntilized  for  merchant 
shipbuilding  and  repair  work,  as  well  as  for  the  permanent  naval 
uses.  Eosyth  is  already  linked  by  electric  tramcar  with  Dunferm- 
line, Cowdenbeath,  Lochgelly  and  Kelty,  all  teeming  mining  towns, 
and  the  future  promises  its  establishment  as  the  important  ship- 
building center  of  the  Firth  of  Forth,  for  naval  vessels  at  least. 
At  present  the  outlook  for  a  commercial  dock  is  not  so  promising 
because  of  the  shallow  water  adjoining  the  naval  basin  and  docks. 
Eosyth  may  have  reached  the  climax  of  its  importance  and  growth 
for  some  years  to  come,  though  some  hold  to  the  opinion  that  the 
expansion  of  the  dockyard  will  continue  and  increase  for  several 
years,  much  depending  on  the  question  of  future  armaments  at  the 
Peace  Conference. 
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Buildiiig  Tiad&  and  Housing  Famine. 

The  building  trade  in  Dunfermline  proper  has  been  badly  hit  by 
the  war  and  at  present  is  almost  at  a  complete  standstill,  although 
an  average  of  more  than  500  houses  a  year  have  been  built  at  the 
Rosyth  dockyard  addition  to  Dunfermline  since  the  beginning  of  the 
war.  Nearly  as  many  more  houses  will  be  needed  in  Dunfermline 
in  the  days  of  reconstruction,  judging  from  general  reports  antl  the 
great  scarcity  of  housing  accommodations.  The  prevailing  scarcity 
of  labor,  the  high  prices  for  all  classes  of  building  material,  and 
the  war  embargo  imposed  on  nearly  all  classes  of  building  material 
have  caused  this  inaction,  notwithstanding  the  steady  and  acute  de- 
Tiiand  for  houses  of  nearly  every  class  and  description.  Among  the 
reasons  assigned  for  this  extraordinary  condition  of  affairs,  in  ad- 
dition to  those  enumerated  above,  are  the  increased  duty,  the  exorbi- 
tant feuing  rates  of  land  for  building  purposes,  a  relic  of  the  old 
feudal  system  and  the  Dean  of  Guild  Court  regulations  as  to  the 
limit  of  the  number  of  houses  per  acre,  which  entail  the  construction 
of  more  roads  and  a  greater  outlay  in  respect  of  the  laying  and  main- 
tenance of  water,  gas,  sewerage,  and  other  piping.  Also,  whereas 
in  pre-war  days  house  building  was  considered  a  sure  and  safe  in- 
vestment, now  people  seemingly  prefer  to  invest  their  surplus  capital 
in  other  enterprises.  In  Dunfermline  the  housing  famine  has  become 
so  acute,  through  wear  and  decay  of  existing  houses,  the  complete 
stoppage  of  building,  and  the  general  increase  in  population,  that 
efforts  are  being  made  to  induce  the  Government  to  take  hold  of  this 
most  serious  situation  as  one  of  the  after-the-war  problems. 

Increased  Municipal  and  County  Expenditures — Changes  in  Valuations. 

There  have  been  increased  outlays  in  almost  every  department  of 
the  public  service  in  Fifeshire  and  Dunfermline  during  the  past  year, 
owing  largely  to  war  conditions  and  the  increased  population  in  this 
newly  created  military  and  naval  district.  The  gross  amount  ex- 
pended on  roads  and  bridges  amounted  to  $250,000,  the  average  ex- 
penditure being  about  $350  per  mile,  an  increase  of  $50  per  mile  for 
cost  of  road  repair  over  the  figures  for  the  previous  year. 

In  Fifeshire  the  cost  of  the  police  was  $105,000,  as'ag-ainst  $85,000 
for  1917.  The  amount  to  be  raised  for  the  police  burghs,  or  small 
towns,  was  fixed  at  $55,000,  as  compared  with  $50,000  last  year.  The 
assessment  rates  for  this  purjwse  in  Dunferndine  and  Kirkcaldy  was 
increased  by  6  cents  per  $5,  a  slight  raise  in  this  item  of  tax,  consider- 
ing the  most  unusual  conditions.  In  Dunferndine  the  estimated  in- 
crease of  expenditures  amounted  to  $27,500  above  1917. 

The  valuation  of  the  County  of  Fifeshire  for  1918  was  $5,000,000, 
in  round  numbers  a  decrease  of  $125,000  from  1917.  The  railroads 
are  valued  at  $8S5,000,  a  slight  decrease  from  last  year.  These  de- 
creases arc  mainly  attributed  to  the  smaller  output  of  coal  in  the 
western  division  of  the  district.  The  valuation  of  Dunfermline  this 
year  has  been  placed  at  $1,008,415,  as  compared  with  $910,575  last 
year,  an  increase  of  $91,840,  largely  owing  to  the  new  housing  at 
iRosyth. 

Labor  Conditions — Good  Market  for  First-Class  American  Goods. 

Labor  in  Fifeshire  has  been  at  a  premium  during  the  past  year,  and 
wages  have  never  been  higher  in  the  history  of  the  burgh.  In  the 
Glendevon  waterworks  scheme  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  use 
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of  the  labor  of  many  German  prisoners,  and  they  have  been  kept 
steadily  employed  in  this  work  durino-  the  past  year.  There  has  been. 
a  slight  slackening  in  the  labor  market  smce  the  signing  of  the  armi- 
stice, with  the  probabilities  of  an  abundance  of  labor  after  peace  has 
been  declared  and  demobilization  has  been  completed. 

As  in  the  previous  war  years,  imported  goocls  of  all  classes  from 
the  United  States  have  been  sought  in  every  direction,  but  without 
much  success,  except,  perhaps,  in  the  limited  supply  of  foodstuffs. 
As  there  is  no  customhouse  in  Dunfermline  and  it  is  not  rated  as  a 
port  of  entry,  no  figures  are  available  as  to  the  actual  imports  from 
the  United  States  or  elsewhere.  Almost  all  the  American  goods  sold 
here  are  purchased  through  importing  houses  in  the  larger  Scottish 
and  English  cities  and  shipped  here  b}^  rail,  along  with  British  and 
foreign  goods.  If  American  goods  are  kept  in  stock  and  i-emain  in 
favor  with  the  commission  agent  or  dealer  in  American  goods  in  the 
large  commercial  centers  there  need  be  no  fear  that  these  goods  will 
not  continue  to  hold  and  gain  preeminence  in  the  local  market,  with 
increased  sales  under  normal  conditions.  It  is  of  importance  that  the 
grade  and  excellence  of  American-made  goods  be  kept  at  the  highest 
mark  in  order  to  meet  the  keener  com}>etition  that  will  come  soon, 
after  peace  is  declared.  Even  second-grade  American  goods  are 
salable  now  at  high  prices,  but  after  the  war  such  goods  will  be 
thrown  aside  for  home  or  nearer  foreign-made  goods  unless  special 
effort  is  made  to  increase  the  all-round  quality  and  excellence  in  all 
classes  of  American  goods. 

Exports  to  United  States. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  from  the  Dunfermline  con- 
sular district  to  the  United  States  for  the  vears  1917  and  1918 : 


Articles. 

1.917 

wts 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Woven  fabrics: 

Flax 

Cotton 

square  yards. . 

do.... 

do.... 

2,707,541 
411,129 

S-1,275,236 
120, 540 

S97, 686 
193,024 
159,808 

$622, 856 
85,  76a 
62,415 

do.... 

pounds 

19, 598 

16,317 
12, 436 
47,952 

9,866 
67,337 

1,1.55 
15, 723 

4,870 

39,057 

126,152 

4,000 

162 

4  302 

Jute  paddings  (burlap) 

yards.. 

403,412 

11,270 
22  030 

Bleached  tow  yams 

Ale ..: 

do 

gallons.. 

175,993 
730' 

1,  3641 

154, 

13,  710 

Total 

1,566,592 

823, 861 

There  were  no  shipments  made  during  the  j^ear  from  this  consular 
district  to  either  Porto  Rico  or  Hawaii,  and  there  were  no  returned 
American  goods. 

TROON  AGENCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  Peter  H.  'Wadd'ell. 

The  principal  industries  in  the  Troon  district,  comprising  coal 
mining,  iron  manufacture,  shipbuilding,  and  engineering,  were  all 
taxed  to  the  utmost  throughout  the  year  1918.  In  the  shipbuilding 
and  engineering  trades,  working  overtime  was  general.  The  chief 
class  of  work  was  for  war  purposes,  consequently  there  was  a  very 
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low  oiitpii£  of  mercliant  tonnage.  In  the  latter  part  of  tti©  jeair  wlieft 
the  war  requirements  ceased,  all  the  j-arcls  were  busy  in  the  construc- 
tion of  merchant  vessels  to  meet  the  innnediate  need  of  tonnage  for 
the  tramp-vessel  trade.  The  woolen  and  cotton  industries  were  con- 
trolled b}'  the  Government  and  only  a  very  small  portion  of  the 
manufactures  was  available  for  ordinary  domestic  requirements,  and 
the  shipments  to  foreign  countries  were  consequently  much  below 
the  average.  Agricultural  production  was  above  the  average,  result- 
ing from  ground  such  as  pasture  and  waste  being  plowed  up  and  cul- 
itivated.  The  potato  crop  was  in  excess  of  requirements,  this  being 
■largely  brought  about  by  many  of  the  householders  having  small, 
■  personally  cultivated  plots  in  all  the  available  ground  about  the 
towns. 

The  workers  released  from  the  army  and  munition  works  have  been 
readily  absorlied  in  the  various  industries  in  the  district,  with  the 
exception  of  the  women  munition  workers.  The  majority  of  these 
Avomen  had  been  domestic  servants  and  are  unw^illing  to  go  back  to 
their  former  employment  after  their  experience  of  higher  wages 
and  greater  liberty.  The  labor  disputes  were  few  and  of  minor  im- 
portance. The  textile  workers  had  a  short  stoppage  arising  from 
disagreement  as  to  the  application  of  war  bonuses,  but  this  was 
amicably  adjusted.  The  shipwrights  and  joiners  ha,d  an  unoflicial 
strike  of  a  week's  duration.  Their  demand  was  for  a  minimum  wage 
of  $25  per  week.  On  the  advice  of  their  leaders  the}^  returned  to 
work  on  the  old  terms. 

Shipbuilding  Materials  Needed — Demand  for  Woolen  Clothing. 
I  The  shipbuilding  yards  in  this  district  at  Troon,  Ayr,  Irvine,  and 
'  Ardrossan  have  all  been  extended  and  provided  with  new  plants,  and 
additional  engineering  works  are  in  course  of  erection,  all  with  the 
view  of  being  in  a  position  to  meet  the  heavy  orders  on  hand  for 
merchant  vessels.  The  output  of  merchant  vessels  during  the  year 
was  exceptionally  low  owing  to  the  demands  of  the  Government  for 
war  puri^oses.  Since  the  cessation  of  hostilities  the  yards  have  been 
entirely  occupied  with  the  construction  of  merchant  vessels.  The 
most  urgent  )naterials  wanted  from  foreign  countries  are  timber  of 
all  kinds"  and  ready-made  joiner  work.  There  is  a  ready  market 
for  pitch  pine  and  teak  wood  and  also  pit  wood. 

Textile  industries  continued  throughout  the  year  under  Govern- 
ment control.  After  the  Government  requirements  were  met  the 
marketable  commodities  were  very  limited.  These  industries  have 
been  considerably  hampered  for  want  of  raw  material,  and  the  stocks 
throughout  the  district  are  exhausted.  For  a  considerable  time  there 
will  be  an  exceptional  demand  for  woolen  clothing  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  men  released  from  the  army  and  for  ordinary  do- 
mestic needs.  It  is  believed  that  there  is  a  good  market  for  ready- 
made  clothing  and  overalls  for  manual  workers. 
Coal  Shortage — Demand  for  Iron  Ores  and  House-Building  Materials. 

After  meeting  the  home  requirements  the  exports  of  coal  were  con- 
fined to  supplying,  as  far  as  possible,  Great  Britain's  allies.  The 
output  of  coal'  was  restricted  very  seriously  owing  to  a  large  ^yitll- 
drawal  of  miners  for  the  army  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  This 
caused  an  acute  shortage,  and  severe  restrictions  were  imposed  on  the 
domestic  consumer.     For  a  considerable  time  exporters  of  coal  to 
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foi-eign  countries  will  not  be  in  a  position  to  supply  adequately  the' 
demands  made  upon  them,  owing  to  the  depleted  stocks  at  home  re- 
quiring replenishment. 

The  supplies  of  ore  for  the  manufacture  of  iron  and  steel  were 
well  maintained  during  the  year.  The  principal  supplies  were  ob- 
tained from  Spain  and  were  augmented  by  the  output  of  additional 
new  mines  opened  up  in  this  country.  The  iron  works  will  be  kept 
fully  employed  during  the  next  year  and  any  available  American 
ores  or  manufactures  will  be  eagerly  taken. 

Of  all  the  industries,  building  has  been  the  most  seriously  affected 
by  war  conditions.  There  has  been  a  complete  stoppage  for  the  past 
four  years  in  the  erection  of  dwelling  houses  because  of  the  lack  of 
raw  material  and  labor.  There  is  a  very  acute  house  famine  in  the 
principal  towns  in  this  district,  particularly  in  the  shipbuilding 
areas.  The  Government  has  recently  given  subsidies  to  the  owners  of 
shipbuilding  yards  to  enable  them  to  build  houses  for  their  workers 
at  moderate  rents.  There  are  also  being  formulated  municipal 
schemes  with  Government  loans  at  specially  low  rates  of  interest. 
It  is  expected  that  in  the  near  future  the  building  industry  will  be 
in  operation  on  an  extensive  scale.  There  will  be  an  abnormal  de- 
mand for  all  classes  of  timber  and  general  house  furnishings,  and 
American  products  will  be  much  in  demand. 
Demand  for  American  Farming-  Implements — Dairy  and  Poultry  Farming. 

The  farmers  were  guaranteed  fixed  prices  for  their  produce  by  the 
Government,  and  as  the  result  of  extensive  cultivation  record  crops 
were  grown,  Avith  very  satisfactory  results  to  the  farmer  financially. 
The  farmers  have  come  to  see  the  necessity  of  having  the  best  labor- 
saving  devices  and  have  recently  been  using  motor  tractors  and  other 
American  implements.  There  is  now  a  splendid  opportunity  for 
American  manufacturers  in  all  the  various  lines.  The  Government 
purposes  taking  over  certain  lands  for  small  holdings  with  a  vieAv  to 
encouraging  the  people  to  go  back  to  the  land  and  to  increase  home 
prochiction. 

The  production  of  milk  and  cheese  was  under  Government  control, 
and  prices  were  fixed  for  producer  and  retailer.  The  supplies  were 
much  below  the  average,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  oil  cake  froni 
foreign  countries  and  of  other  special  stock  foods.  There  has  been  a 
depletion  of  stocks  in  this  district  during  the  war  period  and  special 
efforts  are  now  being  made  through  the  Dairy  Farmers'  Association 
to  increase  the  supply  of  milk  so  as  to  be  less  dependent  on  supplies 
of  butter  from  Denmark  and  other  Scandinavian  countries. 

Poultry  farming  has  been  rather  unprofitable  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  foodstuffs.  The  Government  restrictions  necessitated  a 
number  of  farmers  disposing  of  some  of  their  stock.  Poultry  farm- 
ing is  becoming  an  important  factor  in  home  industries,  and  a  numbex* 
of  new  farms  have  been  recently  started.  The  Government  is  anxious 
that  consumers  should  be  able  to  get  their  supplies  within  their  own 
districts.  With  this  end  in  view,  the  Government  is  assisting  the 
farmer  by  subsidizing  the  outlay  for  eggs  for  hatching  purposes. 

American  Manufactures  in  Demand — Exports  to  United  States. 

The  Government  restrictions  on  imports  were  more  stringent  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  consequently  the  supplies  to  this  district  from 
foreign  countries  were  reduced  to  a  negligible  quantity.     The  outlook 
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for  liitnre  trade  in  respect  of  Americ'an  maniifactiiros  is  believed  to" 
be  very  favorable.  The  chief  articles  in  urgent  need  are  timber  of  all 
kinds,  cotton,  grain,  and  nitrates.  There  is  also  a  strong  demand  for 
agricultural  machinery,  dairy  accessories,  and  domestic  utensils,  par- 
ticularly labor-saving  devices,  such  as  vacuum  cleaners  and  mops. 

There  has  not  been  any  direct  trading  by  American  vessels  with 
the  ports  of  this  district  during  the  year.  A  number  of  British- 
owned  steamers  discharged  cargoes  from  American  ports  on  Govern- 
ment orders,  and  after  taking  in  bunker  coal  returned  to  America 
light.  The  principal  export  "from  tliis  district  was  coal  for  Great 
Britain's  allies,  France  and  Italy.  The  principal  imports  were  iron 
ore  from  Spain  and  limestone  from  Ireland.  The  shipping  and  the 
commodities  shipped  were  under  Government  supervision  and  no  sta- 
tistics are  available.  The  output  of  merchant  shipping  for  a  con- 
siderable time  will  be  required  for  coast  traffic.  The  Norwegian  and 
other  Scandinavian  countries  were  prominently  engaged,  in  pre- 
war times,  in  the  carrying  of  pit  wood  and  various  other  cargoesto 
this  district.  They  have  "suffered  serious  war  losses,  and  what  ship- 
ping they  now  have  will  be  needed  for  their  immediate  home  needs. 
It  is  believed  that  American  sl^^pping  could  be  profitably  cu  gaged  in 
the  carrying  of  timber  and  pit  wood  and  other  cargoes  to  tins  terri- 

torv. 

The  folloAving  are  the  principal  declared  exports  to  the  Lnited 
States  from  this  district  for  the  years  1017  and  1018 : 


Articles. 


Honest,  one 

Cotton  jaequard  upholstery. 
Threads  and  twines  of  flax. . 

Plants,  nurscrj'  stock 

Blankets 

Carpets  and  rugs 


1917 


Sl5,5i2 
2oS,3(i7 

03,004 
2,710 

20, 636 
133,710 


1918 


$12,155 

153,022 

201,C3l 

2,710 

n,6fi2 

26,05C 


Articles. 


Cloth,  piece  goods. 
•Weariu;.<;ip])arel. . 

Kiiittc'l  goods 

All  other  articles. . 


Total. 


$o,S0« 
l-i,215 


347,810 


801,833 


S3, 448 
4,994 
2,003 
3,419 


430, 190 


Hequireraents  from  Foreign  Countries  and  Principal  Exports. 

The  principal  requirements  of  this  district  from  foreign  countries 
are  iron  ore  and  timber  for  sliipbuilding,  pit  wood  for  coal-minmg 
purposes,  cotton  for  the  manufacture  of  textile  fabrics,  grain  for 
feeding  cattle,  etc.,  and  nitrate  for  agricultural  purpo,ses.  Iron  ore 
forms  die  largest  item  of  the  imports  and  the  chief  source  of  supi^ly 
is  Spain.  Tliere  is  an  urgent  demand  for  an  increased  supply  of  oro 
to  meet  the  abnormal  market,  and  any  availalde  American  supplies 
could  be  profitably  disposed  of  here.  There  is  a  good  market  for 
timber  of  all  kinds,  also  American  manufactures  of  agricultural  ma- 
chinery, dairy  utensils,  commercial  motor  vehicles,  and  domestic 
utensils  of  the  labor-saving  variety.  The  principal  article  of  export 
from  this  district  to  foreign-i  countries  is  coal,  Avhich  is  chiefly  shipped 
to  ISIediterranean  and  Baltic  ports.  There  is  also  an  important  ex- 
port trade  to  all  parts  in  cotton-cloth  fabrics  and  woolen  carpets. 
For  many  years  there  has  b(>en  a  steady  trade  to  America  in  cotton 
curtains  and  other  figured  upholstery  goods,  woolen  carpets,  linen 
thread,  and  twine.     These  articles  arc  considered  staple  commodities 
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